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1. Sporadic Abortion.
Sporadic abortion occurs usually in isolated instances, and
is due to a variety of causes. In many of the cases formerly
described under the heading of sporadic abortion it is difficult
to understand the relationship between the assigned or alleged
causes and the effect, and it is probable, in the light of our
present knowledge, that many of these cases were really cases
of contagious abortion. It is not to be supposed from this
that sporadic abortion does not occur, but, rather, that it
occurs less frequently than was formerly believed.
Atmospheric influences, cold or inclement weather, or
irregular seasons, have been cited as predisposing to or
causing abortion. We know that these can seldom act in
the lower animals, because pregnant ewes, cows, and mares,
are exposed to all kinds of weather without any untoward
symptoms.
Defects in the foodstuffs have also been regarded as causal
agents. It may be said generally that food of bad quality,
indigestible and containing injurious ingredients, is dangerous
alike to mother and foetus; but very serious symptoms are
shown by the pregnant animal before abortion occurs.
Indigestible food, which tends to cause impaction or tympany,
may produce this accident by exerting pressure on the uterus.
Eue, savin, ergot of rye and other ecbolics, cantharides, digi-
talis, either administered accidentally or taken up in the
fodder, will of course have a tendency to cause expulsion of
the foetus more or less readily. Ergot of rye does not appear
to be so certain an ecbolic in herbivorous as in carnivorous
animals, large quantities of it having been given to pregnant
cows without abortion resulting. It has also been noted that
in some pastures, where ergotized grasses may easily be
found, abortion in cows or sheep has not been recognized. It
may be that the animals naturally avoid the contaminated
grasses.
To the use of drinking water contaminated with sewage
have been attributed various outbreaks of abortion, especially
in cattle, but in none of the recorded cases has contagious
abortion been excluded.